
Immigration, Job-hunting and VisasInformation on immigration procedures, looking for a job and obtaining a visa for entry to Singapore.Singapore adopts an open immigration policy with a strong belief in human resource as the most valuable and important tool in the country's economic growth. In recent months, the government has also spoken of the need to attract even more foreigners--whom the government calls "Foreign Talent". (The word "foreign" is not a pejorative in this part of the world. It is preferred over "alien".) Senior Minister Lee Kuan Yew, no less, has put his full backing behind this policy. However, there is some concern that less expensive and talented foreigners could displace equally talented but more expensive locals. As you will learn, when the Singapore government plans something, it puts its muscle behind it to ensure it gets done. There are therefore several initiatives to attract Foreign Talent (yes, it's even acquired the capital letters) to work, live and play in Singapore. Immigration hotlines IMMI-Link: 1800-391-6400 (24 hours from Singapore) General Telephone Enquiries: (65) 6391-6100 Immigration Postline: (65) 6691-2728 (to request application forms for Employment and Dependant's passes) Website: http://app.ica.gov.sg Looking for a job If you are thinking of getting a job in Singapore on your own, there are a few avenues you can explore without even leaving your home country. One is to get in touch with the Singapore Economic Development Board's International Manpower Programme, which has information on prospective employers, immigration issues and a profile of the industry you are interested in. International Manpower Programme Singapore Economic Development Board 250 North Bridge Road Raffles City Tower Singapore 179101 Fax: 6337-8552  For those interested in a career in research and development, you can contact the National Science and Technology Board and send in your resume to: The National Science and Technology Board 10 Science Park Road #01-01/03 The Alpha Singapore Science Park Road II Singapore 117684 Fax: 6777-1711 Email:mpw@nstb.gov.sg For those who want a good general purpose job seeking programme, they could do far worse than try http://www.jobsdb.com.sg - a friendly searchable interface with a lot of jobs and a very popular regional site. Finally, http://www.google.com.sg as the search engine of choice, could also be of help to the would be Singapore worker. New Career Guide 2000 Out Have a look at this website: http://shop.asia1.com/careerguide where you can get more information about the guide as well as order the guide online. Immunisation Requirements The only disease for which immunisation is required internationally is yellow fever. Singapore law requires yellow fever immunisation for anybody coming into the country who is above one year old and who, within the previous 6 months, have been in or passed through 32 listed African countries and 10 South American countries. However, in accordance with the World Health Organisation's guidelines, it is recommended that you be immunised against such diseases as:   - hepatitis A  - hepatitis B  - Japanese encephalitis  - meningococcal meningitis  - rabies  - tuberculosis  - typhoid fever  You can get you immunizations here in Singapore if you are unable to obtain them in your home country. You should not have any trouble getting through immigration as they normally do not check for immunizations unless you are coming from an area where Yellow Fever is prevalent, (Africa and South America). Visa Requirements: You don't need a visa if you're from Western Europe, North America, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, Hong Kong, ASEAN countries (Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines and Thailand, excluding Vietnam and Myanmar). You need a visa if you're from Afghanistan, Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Cambodia, Georgia, India, Iraq, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Lebanon, Libya, Moldova, People's Republic of China, Russia, Syria, Tajikistan, Tunisia, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Vietnam, Yemen
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